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Studio Incamminati welcomes your support. For information, please call Executive Director Jay Pennie at 215.592.1918.

Russian flair charms gala crowd

Once again, a reminder of art that inspires 
Although it always is a great honor working 

with the many talented artists at Studio 
Incamminati, sometimes, caught up in the 
day-to-day crush of business, I don’t fully 
appreciate what is here. However, it’s never 
long before I am reminded of how special this 
place is. The most recent example comes from 
Nelson Shanks, our artistic leader, who is now 
in the midst of preparing for an historic one-
man exhibition in Russia. 

Nelson’s historic Russian exhibition of 
48 works of art—including many works never  
seen before—travels to The Russian Museum 
in St. Petersburg and The Russian Academy of 
Arts in Moscow. Few American artists hold the 
honor of such an exhibition.

I know many of you are planning to travel 
to Russia. If you are, in celebration of this great 
achievement, we invite you to join us on our 
“To Russia, With Love” art tour. Two custom-

designed travel packages were created especially 
for friends and colleagues of Studio Incamminati 
and they include a tax-deductible contribution 
to continue our educational mission. See  
www.StudioIncamminatiRussianArtTour.com, 
for the latest information. The tour is a once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity to sample the rich 
cultural traditions of Russia with Nelson, an 
international treasure from our own backyard.   

Executive Director

Russian culture, in all its vibrant color and 
emotional richness, took center stage at 

The Union League of Philadelphia’s plush 
Lincoln and McMichael rooms as nearly 200 
persons enjoyed Studio Incamminati’s third 
annual benefit gala “To Russia, With Love,” 
Oct. 22.

Of course, there was the quiet elegance 
of traditional caviar and vodka. But, there 
were also the frenetic excitement of whirling 
Cossack dancers and ringing Balalaikas. All of 
that served as the perfect backdrop to preview 

—and celebrate—Nelson Shanks’ solo Russian 
exhibition in spring 2011.

The Russian Museum in St. Petersburg, 
followed by The Russian Academy of Arts 
in Moscow, will play host to more than 45 
works by Shanks. He is one of a select few living 
American artists to be invited to display his 
work. Gala guests were treated to 18 paintings, 
10 newly painted, which will be part of the 
exhibitions. The event was chaired by Dan and 
Dr. Monica DiLella and co-chairs Frank and 
Dottie Giordano. ◆
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High-level gathering
It was a breathtaking view—46 stories in 

the air—that thrilled special guests who 
attended a private pre-gala reception at the 
new residence of Tom and Linda Knox at the 
Residences at Two Liberty Place ◆

Art tour beckons
In celebration of Nelson’s historic exhibition, 

Studio Incamminati is offering a chance 
to see the exhibition—and help the studio. 
The “To Russia, With Love” art tour is an 
exclusive custom-designed travel program for 

Studio Incamminati friends. Two versions of 
a spectacular eight-night tour take travelers 
to Moscow and St. Petersburg, culminating 
with the private opening of Nelson Shanks’  
exhibition at the Russian Museum.
www.StudioIncamminatiRussianArtTour.com 
or contact Lesley Ford at The CTP Group  
at 818-444-2703 or Lesley@ctptravel.com ◆

Visit the 
exclusive 
tour website 
for photos, 
travel facts 
and the latest 
tour news.

Gala guests thrilled to artwork, Russian delicacies and entertainment

1.	From left, Leona Shanks, 
Frank and Dottie Giordano, 
Nelson Shanks, Monica and 
Dan DiLella, and hosts Tom 
and Linda Knox 

2.	Linda Knox with Lily,  
who also seemed to enjoy  
the event.
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Meet our new artists

Previous life: In graphic design and the fashion industry

Leslie was drawn to Studio Incamminati after her 
husband came across the school on an Internet 

search. But, it was an Open House visit that clinched the 
deal for the Norristown, PA resident. “As soon as I saw 
the student work,” she says, “I wanted to come here.” She 
finds daily motivation from seeing the improvement in 
her work and that of fellow students.

LESLIE BOHN

Previous life: Professional artist; occasional teacher

Barbara found herself at a plateau in her artistic career 
and needing help, she says she was unable to find 

elsewhere. Barbara, who lives in Doylestown, PA, credits 
the new part-time program with making it possible to 
attend Studio Incamminati. “I have not regretted the 
decision,” she says.

BARBARA LEWIS

Previous life: Artist and internet sales impresario

While attending a winter workshop several years 
ago, Barbara says she “knew attending the school 

was for me,” and made the move from her home in 
central Pennsylvania. And, she hasn’t been disappointed. 
“To work in such an intense, hands-on environment and 
receive thorough teaching,” she says, has made a dramatic 
impact on her artwork.

BARBARA MOQUIN

The walls of art during a studio tour convinced 
Andrew this was the place for him. “Most other 

places would consider work like this exceptional,” the 
Philadelphia resident says, “at Incamminati the exceptional 
is commonplace. Each class has meant different concepts, 
materials, techniques, aesthetics and that has left me far 
better equipped to make successful paintings.”

ANDREW McMANUS

Previous life: Artist, house painter

David, from Philadelphia, says the realization his life 
would change hit him when he was informed of 

his acceptance into the Full-time Professional Program 
“I thought about all the intense training under such 
talented artists,” he says. “I couldn't wait for the semester 
to start.” His understanding of the steps in developing a 
drawing, he says, has been a revelation.

DAVID MAHLMAN

MARY ORR

Previous life: Graphic designer, design patent examiner

Richelle, who loved the teaching in an Intensive 
Painting workshop she attended, decided to 

commit to the Full-time Professional Program. She is 
continually inspired by the artwork on the studio walls 
which, she says, “keeps me encouraged as evidence of the 
studio curriculum’s success.”

RICHELLE SHELTON

Previous life: Attorney

Judith had come to the conclusion she needed the 
assistance of skilled painters/teachers to achieve her 

personal artistic goals. Judith, a Virginia resident, says 
the emphasis on abstract shape and their relationship to 
one another has “freed me to see form and gesture more 
accurately and quickly.”

JUDITH ST. LEDGER-ROTY

Previous life: Federal prosecutor, mother of three

Though she lived 170 miles away in Virginia, the 
moment she received the email announcing the 

Part-time Professional Program, Rachel knew she was 
headed for Studio Incamminati. “The commitment to 
teaching, plus world-class talent in their own right,” she 
says, “makes the faculty the best in the world.”

RACHEL PIERSON

Previous life: Full-time mom, tennis instructor

Simmy, one of the first members of the new Part-time 
Professional Program, loves the “total immersion in 

studio environment” enabling her to “laser focus.” She 
says the required work in charcoal has given her a shot of 
confidence and she is looking forward to carrying over 
her new skills to her paintings.

SIMMY PELL

Previous life: Student, Maryland Institute College of Art

According to Adelbert, a visit to the school had 
him “full of joy to see that people actually cared 

about drawing and painting.” He enjoys the simple, 
logical steps that progress to the complex. “I love the 
process. The knowledge the instructors have given me is 
incredible.”

ADELBERT YUPARI

Each group of new artists brings its own stories. In many ways, the 
stories are different: one was a marine, one a federal prosecutor, one a 

house painter. But always, they share the passion to pursue their art. They 
come to Studio Incamminati because it was the one place that satisfied 
the desire to learn not only theory but the skills needed to achieve 
meaningful art. 

Previous life: US Marine Corps sergeant

Mary says it was the new Part-time Professional 
Program that made it possible to juggle family 

responsibilities and the passion to paint. The community 
of students and teachers has been key to advancing her 
skills. “Their willingness to share their knowledge and 
skills,” she says, “in a very supportive environment has 
been inspiring.”

Previous life: Designer and illustrator
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Annual exhibition comes to Center City
The Artists of Studio Incamminati 

Exhibition, already a much-anticipated 
look at some of the 
best in contemporary 
realist art, on April 
15–21 becomes 
the backdrop for 
a series of exciting 
events ranging from 
a Nelson Shanks 
master painting 
demonstration to 
a tribute of the 
upcoming royal 
wedding between 
Prince William and 
Kate Middleton.

Historic Freeman’s Auctioneers & 
Appraisers is the setting for the exhibition and 
the events which also include a VIP preview 
reception with art auction/sale, a display of 
Nelson and Leona Shanks’ rare Princess Diana 
memorabilia and Nelson’s new painting of 
the late princess. That artwork features Diana 
wearing the engagement ring William gave to 
Kate. Other exclusive events feature radio talk-

show host Michael Smerconish leading a Royal 
Wedding discussion with CBS British royal 
affairs commentator Patrick Jephson and Her 
Majesty's Honorary Consul, Oliver St. Clair 
Franklin, OBE. 

Passersby on Chestnut Street get an 
entertaining glimpse of the creative process 
when Studio Incamminati artists perform live 
-model painting demonstrations in Freeman’s 
storefront windows throughout the week.

The Shanks link with the royal family goes 
back decades to Nelson Shanks painting the 
original portrait of Diana that still hangs in the 
royal family home, Althorp. That experience 
led to a close friendship with the princess.

The exhibition and events are sponsored 
by Freeman's Auctioneers & Appraisers and 
hosted by the Friends of Studio Incamminati. ◆
The Artists of Studio Incamminati Exhibition
April 15–21, 2011
Monday-Thursday, 10–5:30 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday, 11–5 p.m. 
Freeman’s Auctioneers & Appraisers
1808 Chestnut St.
Philadelphia, PA
www.StudioIncamminati.org/freemans

Freeman's Auctioneers & 
Appraisers a fixture on 
Philadelphia's Chestnut Street 

Instructor Kerry Dunn's portrait “Matt” 
was awarded First Prize in the 2010 

Laumeister Fine Art Competition at the 
Bennington Center for the Arts. Nearly 50 
entries from around the world were accepted 
into the juried competition including work by 
Studio Incamminati instructor JaFang Lu. The 
works also were on exhibit at the Bennington, 
VT center.

Artist Accolades

International Artist magazine featured 
Instructor Lea Wight in conjunction with her 
role as faculty member at the Portrait Society 
of America’s Art of the Portrait conference, 
April 28–May 1. June 22–26, Lea joins fellow 
instructor Stephen Early and studio Co-
founder and Artistic Director Nelson Shanks 
for American Artist’s Weekend with the 
Masters Intensive: New York City. 

Natalie Italiano’s work “Chinese Bench” 
was awarded placement in the Member’s 
Only Competition of the Portrait Society of 
America. The competition received more than 
300 entries. 

Artwork from instructors Jon deMartin, Kerry 
Dunn, Stephen Early and Dan Thompson was 
among the more than 100 pieces from notable 
painters accepted into “Star Wars: Visions,” 
Abrams Books. The book, the brainchild  
of Star Wars creator George Lucas, invited 
artists to share personal visions based on the  
Star Wars galaxy. ◆

MATT
Kerry Dunn, 

2010, 
Oil on canvas,  

22" x 22" Studio Incamminati 
Instructors are featured 
artists in the book.CHINESE BENCH

Natalie Italiano, 2010
Oil on canvas, 24" x 17"

WAITING FOR INSPIRATION
JaFang Lu, 2010

Oil on canvas, 16" x 20"

■ Ms. Jane Schnitzer
■ Ms. Rena Selim
■ Ms. Liora Seltzer
■ Silverbrush LTD
■ Ms. Marisa Sepaga
■ Ms. Anne Shoemaker
■ Ms. Florence Smerconish
■ Mr. and Mrs. Michael and Lavinia Smerconish
■ Mr. Howard Snider
■ Mr. and Mrs. Lionel and Kathy Sosa
■ The Honorable and Mrs. Arlen Specter
■ Mr. Shanin Specter
■ David Stallings
■ Mr. Manuel Stamatakis
■ Ms. Kimberly Strauss
■ SugarHouse Casino
■ Swain On-line
■ Mr. and Mrs. Ira and Michelle Taffer

■ Mr. Joseph Reilly
■ Reynolds Rencourt Foundation, Inc.
■ Ms. Bettye C. Ricks
■ Mr. and Mrs. Ralph A. Riedel
■ Mr. Joseph Rishel
■ Ms. Judith Ritchings
■ Rittenhouse Foundation
■ Aileen K. and Brian L. Roberts Foundation
■ Ralph and Suzanne Roberts Foundation
■ Dr. Donald J. Rosato Charitable Foundation
■ Mr. and Mrs. Harold S. Rosenbluth
■ Dr. Harry Rosenthal
■ Mr. and Mrs. Henry and Lee Rowan
■ Dr. Pierantonio Russo
■ Mr. and Mrs. Robert and Barbara Ryan
■ Ms. Diane Sarkisian
■ Mr. Samuel J. Savitz
■ Mr. Louis Scaglione

continued from page 4

PARTNERSHIPS
■ The School District of Philadelphia
■ Gratz Gallery and Conservation
■ Markeim Arts Center
■ Philadelphia Youth Orchestra
■ Young Scholars Charter School
■ The Union League of Philadelphia
■ The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia
■ The Edwin and Fannie Gray Center for 
   Human Appearance

IN-KIND SERVICES
■ International Artist Magazine
■ Silicon Valley Fine Art Prints
■ Star Print Mail, Inc.

In grateful recognition
■ Mr. and Mrs. Dixon and Gail Thayer
■ Tinovsky Law Firm
■ Dr. Robert F. Traflet
■ Mr. and Mrs. Archbold van Beuren
■ van Beuren Charitable Foundation, Inc.
■ Ms. Donna Van Hoyt
■ Ms. Joan Wachlin
■ Wachovia Foundation
■ Ms. Franca Warden
■ Mr. and Mrs. Steven Weiler
■ Mr. and Mrs. Jerome and Janis Weisbrot
■ Mr. Thomas Weschler
■ Mr. and Mrs. Edward O. and Irene Wilson
■ Winsor & Newton
■ Mr. Brian Wolfson
■ Your Part-Time Controller

•

•

•
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Board of Directors

Modeled on the traditional Italian 
accademia and French atelier, Studio 
Incamminati embraces and advocates the 
aesthetics, philosophy and techniques 
of Founder and Artist Director Nelson 
Shanks in the pursuit of realist art.

Founder and  
Artistic Director....
President.................
Co-founder and  
Vice-President.......
Vice-President.......
Treasurer and 
Secretary.................

James R. Abbott, Ph.D.
Dr. Vail P. Garvin, FACHE
Edith Magaziner
James L. McCabe, Ph.D.
Marc S. Mostovoy, emeritus

Friends of Studio Incamminati
Co-Chairs     Deborah and Andrew Webster

 
Nelson Shanks
Frank Giordano

Leona Shanks
Linda Knox

Joseph K. Koplin, C.P.A.

In grateful recognition of all who have contributed to Studio Incammminati this past year   September 2009–August 2010
$100,000 AND ABOVE
■ Anonymous

$10,000-$99,999
■ Anonymous
■ Mr. and Mrs. Tom and Linda Knox
■ Ms. Martha McGeary Snider
■ Ms. Diane Meyer
■ Mr. and Mrs. Nelson and Leona Shanks
■ Mr. and Mrs. Manning and Virginia Smith
■ Mr. Richard A. Sprague
■ Bay Branch Foundation
■ Maguire Foundation
■ Philadelphia Cultural Fund

$100-$9,999
■ Anonymous
■ Mr. Howard Aaronson 
■ Mr. and Mrs. James R. Abbott
■ Mr. and Mrs. Theodore H. Ashford
■ Mr. William Avery
■ Mr. and Mrs. Phillip H. and Ellen Baer
■ Ms. Jackie Bak
■ Mr. Michael Baldini
■ Dr. and Mrs. Paul Berson
■ Mr. Michael Blackstone
■ Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Block
■ Ms. Claire Boasi
■ Mr. Blair Bollinger
■ Bollinger Insurance
■ BPG Properties, Ltd.
■ Mr. and Mrs. Robert and Julie Bryan
■ Ms. Janie Busch
■ Mr. and Mrs. Donald Cafiero
■ Mr. Ronald Cantor
■ John and Mary Elizabeth Carroll

■ Mr. David Carrozzino
■ Mr. John Chionchio
■ Mr. and Mrs. Robert Chiumento
■ Ms. Georgette Ciukenesca
■ Dr. D. Walter Cohen
■ Ms. Joan Cohen
■ Mr. and Mrs. Tristram and Ruth Colket
■ Ms. Jane Comer
■ Mr. Richard Cori
■ Ms. Sherri Cornish
■ Cosmopolitan Club of Philadelphia
■ Ms. Veronica Coyle
■ Cupersmith, Wilensky, Steiger, Stempler & Co.
■ The Honorable and Mrs. Robert Daniels
■ Ms. Paulajane D'Amato and Mr. William Frankel
■ Mr. and Mrs. Peter DePaul
■ Terry Dessincino
■ Mr. and Mrs. James DiDio
■ Mr. Joseph Di Mauro
■ Ms. Barbara Donnelly
■ Kevin and Betsy Donohoe
■ Mr. Craig Drake
■ Ms. Eugenia duPont
■ Ms. Barbara Eberlein
■ Ms. Gloria Evangelista
■ Dr. Claire Fagin
■ Ms. Regina Friel
■ Mr. Joseph Fricker
■ Ms. Carolyn Gabbe
■ Mr. and Mrs. James and Carol Gatch
■ Dr. Vail Garvin and Mr. Ronald Unterberger
■ Mr. and Mrs. Frank and Dottie Giordano
■ Dr. John Glick
■ Mr. Joseph Gourniak
■ Mr. Steven Grabowski and Ms. Cheryl Olsten

■ Mr. and Mrs. Robert and Wendy Grady
■ Carole and Emilio Gravagno
■ Mr. Jeffrey Grogan
■ Mr. Michael Haag
■ Mr. and Mrs. Larry and Anne E. Hall
■ Ms. Deborah Hamilton
■ Dr. Luz Hammershaimb
■ Mr. Kevin Hansley and Samantha Orleans
■ Ms. Penelope Harris
■ Alvin and Nancy Holm
■ The Honickman Foundation
■ Mr. and Mrs. Eric and Lenora Hume
■ Mr. and Mrs. Rosie and Lee Hymerling
■ Ms. Jeanne Isham Graybeal-Thrane
■ Mr. and Mrs. Raymond and Dorothy Ix
■ Mr. and Mrs. Jerry and Raye Johnson
■ Mr. and Mrs. Waine and Deanna Johnson
■ Mr. Edward L. Jones Jr.
■ Ms. Jane Katzen
■ Ms. Melanie S. Katzmann
■ Mr. Leroy Kean
■ Kline & Specter
■ Mr. William Kohler
■ Mr. and Mrs. Joseph and Bernice Koplin
■ Mr. Robert Kreb and Pat Riley
■ Ms. Alisyn Kuntz
■ Mr. Charles Kurtzman
■ Dr. Alan Kwon and Ruth Miller
■ The Honorable and Mrs. William H. Lamb
■ Mr. and Mrs. Robert and Mary Lane
■ Ms. Vivian Lasko
■ Mr. and Mrs. Eric and Diane Leichter
■ Mr. Brook Lenfest
■ Ms. Monica Levine and William O'Donnell
■ Mr. and Mrs. Christopher D. LeVine

■ Lichtenstein Foundation
■ Mr. Wayne Lorgus
■ Karen and Herbert Lotman Foundation
■ Mr. and Mrs. Sune and Elisabeth Lundin
■ Mr. Ian MacKnight and Ms. Susan Clark
■ Mac Pherson Artcraft
■ Mr. Horace MacVaugh III
■ Mr. and Mrs. Sheldon and Harriet Margolis
■ Dr. and Mrs. Roger Marinchak
■ Mr. and Mrs. James and Louise McCabe
■ Ms. Bridie McCafferty
■ Mr. and Mrs. John Mc Gee
■ Mr. John Medveckis and Ms. Marina Kats
■ Mr. Donald Meyer
■ Mr. and Mrs. Barbara and Howard Mitnick
■ Mr. Marc S. Mostovoy
■ Mr. John Brien Murphy
■ Mr. and Mrs. Paul and Theresa Murtagh
■ Ms. Linda Nicolucci
■ Ms. Katharine H. Norris
■ Mr. Thomas O'Brien
■ Mr. William J. O'Brien III and Ms. Elizabeth Hibbs
■ Mr. Brian O'Neill
■ Ms. Eliana Papadakis
■ Mr. Jay Pennie
■ Pennsylvania Council on the Arts
■ Ms. Dorothy Perkowska
■ Ms. Eleanor Peterson
■ Mr. and Mrs. Derek and Wendy Pew
■ Philadelphia Scholar Academies
■ Mr. and Mrs. Robert Potamkin
■ Mr. Alan Potamkin
■ Dr. and Mrs. William Potsic
■ Marianne C. and Russell C. Raphaely, M.D.
continues on page 3
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